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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ARLINGTON, VA – Arlington Arts Center (AAC) presents its biannual 
SOLOS exhibitions as a means of engaging the community with the 
works of talented regional artists. This series, on display in the fall 
and spring, allots one of AAC’s main galleries to each of the 14 Mid-
Atlantic artists selected to participate in the exhibitions. 

Over a hundred artists submit proposals, which are evaluated by 
jurors representing some of DC’s most esteemed art professionals.  
The selection process is based on a variety of criteria, including 
media, content, artistic career, and compatibility with AAC’s 
mission. Previous SOLOS exhibitions have included an eclectic mix 
of painting, sculpture, installation, photography, performance, 
and more. This year’s jurors were Kate Haw and Mika Yoshitake. Haw is the Director of the Smithsonian Institution’s 
Archives of American Art, Yoshitake is a Curator at the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden. 

SOLOS artists often respond to their designated gallery space to create site-specific installations and present brand 
new works, making each SOLOS show a unique experience.

2017-2018 SOLOS ARTISTS:  
Mary Baum, Atsuko Chirikjian, Aschely Cone, Catherine Day, Sean Derry, Adam Griffiths, Phaan Howng, Anna Kell, 
Giulia Livi, Jen Noone, Nick Primo, Mojdeh Rezaeipour, Jerry Truong, and Julie Wills

FALL SOLOS 2017
On View: October 14 – December 16, 2017 

Opening Reception: Saturday, October 14, 6-9pm

Artist Talk and Closing Reception: Saturday, December 16, 1-3pm 

For the first time ever, Fall SOLOS 2017 will feature an entirely female line-up of artists, many of whom explore themes 
related to feminism, gender, and identity.  Although each artist’s installation is developed from a unique point of view, 

the Fall SOLOS 2017 exhibitions present relevant and meaningful interpretations of contemporary life.

SPRING SOLOS 2017 

On View: April 14 – June 2, 2018  

Opening Reception: Saturday, April 14, 6-9pm
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Julie Willis, Untitled (Arrangement), 2017

AAC announces the 2017-2018 SOLOS artists, Ryan McCoy: To Sleep in Flames and Dream of Rain, and the 
annual Dia de los Muertos program 



IN THE WYATT RESIDENT ARTISTS GALLERY

October 14 – December 16, 2017: Ryan McCoy: To Sleep in Flames and Dream of Rain

Ryan McCoy’s haunting and lyrical works are rooted in the languages of abstraction and minimalism. Baby powder, 
sea water, pine needles, straw, rust, and other materials are combined to create new iconographies about time, place, 
and memory. Disparate pieces of the past are transformed into artifacts of an ever-fleeting present. Isolation, longing, 
alienation, and impermanence are key underlying themes in this body of work, created over the past twelve years. 
McCoy’s exhibition, To Sleep in Flames and Dream of Rain places these themes against the backdrop of today’s political, 
social, and economic turbulence. Through his collision of materials, McCoy structures time, place, and memory to offer 
a meditation on alienation in a tempestuous world.

IN THE JENKINS COMMUNITY GALLERY 

Saturday, November 4, 5-8pm: Dia de los Muertos  

For the 14th consecutive year, AAC is proud to present the Dia de Los Muertos exhibition and event. This year, 
Minnesota-based artist Luis Fitch will display his Drawn Blood series along with a site specific installation work to 
commemorate the dead and remind the living of their own mortality. The exhibit is coupled with a family-friendly 
celebration that includes live performances, art workshops, and food trucks, all to mark this beloved Mexican holiday. 

Artists Edgar Reyes and Robin Bell will be working collaboratively to produce a two-night only projection for the Dia 
de los Muertos event. Edger Reyes is a Baltimore-based artist who is best known for large-scale installations often 
created in collaboration with the community. His works frequently highlight inequality and call for social justice. 
Similarly, Robin Bell, a DC-based artist, is best known for his ambitious and socially-minded projections onto buildings 
and hotels. 

The DC-based band Los Gaiteros Sanguashington will play outside of AAC on Saturday, November 4. Los Gaiteros play 
a variety of Colombian music, including Vallenato and Cumbia (popular folk music from Colombia’s Caribbean region) 
and Tropipop (a blend of traditional musical forms with foreign Latin genres such as salsa and merengue).

The projects by Edgar Reyes, Robin Bell, and the performance by Los Gaiteros Sanguashington were realized through 
the artistic direction, collaboration, and support from our co-presenters and partners at Arlington Cultural Affairs.

FALL SOLOS 2017 ARTISTS: 

Anna Kell, Lewisburg, PA  

Anna Kell’s artwork is motivated by a desire to understand cultural attitudes toward the natural environment. Her 
process often begins with the collection and creative appropriation of decorative domestic cast-offs like sofas, 
mattresses, and footstools. She is particularly interested in the decorations on these mass-produced objects and what 
their characteristics tell us about the individuals who bought or used them. At AAC, Kell will transform the Chairmen’s 
Gallery with large-scale works that confuse and challenge ideals of beauty, femininity, and nature.

Atsuko Chirikjian, Towson, MD  

Atsuko Chirikjian examines time and space through the use of fiber-based materials. In her practice, she experiments 
with color by attaching a strip of hemp or rope to a rice paper screen, she then lowers the opposite ends into a small 
vial of dye, which gradually travels up the fiber to stain the paper. By using this unique dying processes, she calls 
attention to this natural phenomenon representing a passage of time and memory.

Catherine Day, McLean, VA 

Catherine Day explores themes of life, loss, and grief. Day prints and layers her macabre photographs on antique 
linens and translucent silks, which flutter as the air currents move throughout the room. The unique texture of the 
fabrics, combined with the memory of the women who made and used these linens, highlight the ephemeral nature 
of life.
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Jen Noone, Arlington, VA  

Jen Noone’s work is a material-driven investigation of both the fascinating and repulsive sides of consumerism. By 
changing the context in which we interact with products such as nail polish, body wash, makeup, and clothing, she 
calls into question the politics behind these industries as well as our own values. Her exploitation of the superficial is 
an act of reclamation in order to explore deeper themes of permanence, artifice, loss, and ritual.

Julie Wills, Chestertown, MD   

Inspired by the 1960s Italian avant-garde movement, Arte Povera, Julie Wills’ works incorporate what otherwise might 
be considered debris, such as roofing tar, used matches, and old box springs. She often includes text fragments that 
reflect a longstanding interest in poetic language. Through these motifs, Wills investigates abstract yet powerful 
emotional needs such as trust, patience, and hope. 

Mary Baum, Baltimore, MD   

Mary Baum’s practice draws inspiration from both religion and fantasy. Her belief in something beyond our own world 
has greatly influenced her most recent work, which focuses on the concept of portals. These thresholds function as a 
pathway between two worlds and bring to light the limitations of human understanding. At AAC, Baum will use water, 
video projection, and sound to create a space that evokes another dimension.

Mojdeh Rezaeipour, Charles County, MD    

Mojdeh Rezaeipour’s practice is steeped in her own experience as an Iranian immigrant. In this exhibition, she explores 
a somewhat circular narrative of slowness, belonging, and prayer using childhood photos, disembodied self-portraits, 
and architectural forms. Rezaeipour layers ephemeral organic elements, pigmented beeswax, and pyrography onto 
wood panels to create her complex and engaging works.

SPRING SOLOS 2018 ARTISTS:

Adam Griffiths, Takoma Park, MD  

Adam Griffiths creates cartoons, comics, illustrations, and animations inspired by genre comics, commercial children’s 
cartoons, cinema history, and underground culture. Armed with an imagination influenced by surrealism, and a 
humble ball point pen, Griffiths creates otherworldly images that invite the audience to explore and interpret the 
stories he presents on their own terms.

Aschely Cone, Baltimore, MD  

Aschely Cone uses undulating and overlaid patterns in her paintings to explore themes of openness and obstruction. 
Shields and arches present themselves as recurring motifs in her most recent series. The large-scale canvases will be 
installed to create the illusion of a passageway, heightening the sense of spatial shifts and intensifying the overall 
experience of her works. 

Giulia Piera Livi, Baltimore, MD  

Giulia Livi’s work focuses on both the domestic and the utilitarian. With materiality in mind, Livi explores light and 
shadow and the functionality of art and objects inside the home. She creates everyday household objects using 
unorthodox materials and odd proportions to investigate the modern, curated living space. In her practice, she 
merges the whimsical and dreamlike with the rigid and absolute, to distort our sense of space and reality.

Jerry Truong, Silver Spring, MD   

Jerry Truong’s artistic practice is dedicated to encouraging our understanding of ourselves and our roles in society. 
Truong will utilize elements from a Vietnamese ancestral altar to depict scenes from the perspective of two lost souls. 
Incense ash is mixed with charcoal as an act of commemoration, oscillating between mourning and hope. It is a poetic 
declaration of the dreams of the Vietnamese boat people who fled their homes after the Vietnam war, but never made 
it to their destinations — those whose bodies now lie under foreign ground or rest in the sea, but whose spirits still 
yearn for a home.
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Arlington Arts Center (AAC) is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit contemporary visual arts center dedicated to presenting and 
supporting new work by regional artists in the Mid-Atlantic states. Through exhibitions, educational programs, and 
subsidized studio spaces, AAC serves as a bridge between artists and the public. The goal is to increase awareness, 
appreciation of, and involvement in, the visual arts in Arlington County, VA and the region. AAC was established in 1974 
and has been housed since 1976 in the historic Maury School. Our facility includes nine exhibition galleries, working 
studios for twelve artists, and three classrooms. At 17,000 square feet, AAC is one of the largest non-federal venues for 
contemporary art in the Washington metropolitan area. For more information, visit www.arlingtonartscenter.org or call 
703.248.6800.

###
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ABOUT ARLINGTON ARTS CENTER

Location: 3550 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201 

Gallery Hours: Wednesday – Sunday, 12-5 pm, or by appointment

Nick Primo, Baltimore, MD  

Inspired by his experiences as an educator and fabricator, and using construction materials as a basis for his works, 
Nick Primo’s studio practice embodies a preoccupation with the ways in which form derives meaning. The aesthetic 
foundations of his sculptures are based on building principles and the contrasting effect of urban revival and 
decay within Baltimore and DC. These elements give physical shape to our environment, but exist in our collective 
consciousness to represent a constellation of ideas that in turn have social and political implications.  

Phaan Howng, Baltimore, MD  

Phaan Howng is a multi-disciplinary artist who creates work based on the sublime and formidable beauty of an Earth 
after humanity. In what she calls an “optimist post-apocalypse,” she initiates a dialogue about the current crises of 
world ecology and the effects of human habitation. Howng deploys intense, unnatural colors to create environments 
that hide and camouflage themselves in order to immerse, disorient, and shock those who dare to intrude.

Sean Derry, Indiana, PA  

Sean Derry takes found objects and re-purposes them to create kinetic installations. An eclectic arsenal of materials 
like carpet remnants, household hardware, cowboy boots, and bed sheets comprise his purposefully low-tech 
machines. The works examine the possibility of simple solutions to solve complex problems. Often an object’s 
intended function will be subverted and given a new purpose — such as a vacuum re-engineered to reverse its airflow 
and inflate the vinyl dome surrounding it. These works seeks to reorder our everyday conditions and help us rethink 
the objects around us.

Our programs are made possible through the generous support of the Virginia Commission for the Arts/NEA, Arlington County 
through the Arlington Cultural Affairs division of Arlington Economic Development and the Arlington Commission for the Arts, The 
Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation, The Washington Forrest Foundation, The Arlington Community Foundation, Founders of 
the Fund Your Artist Vision, and AAC members.

The projects by Edgar Reyes, Robin Bell, and the performance by Los Gaiteros Sanguashington were realized through the artistic 
direction, collaboration, and essential support from our colleagues, co-presenters, and partners at Arlington Cultural Affairs.


